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ted also resolved to join the Congress. Many others became suppor-
ters of the Congress. They requested me to join the Congress and to
work actively. I had an interest in politics but I had no interest in
turning into a politician. I did not have that special quality of being
able to support all the policies of a party all the time. The reasons
that had impelled me to refrain from renewing my membership in
the Communist Party would become even more compelling in the
case of other parties. The Congress Party was no exception. There-
fore, I had already decided that I would not become a member of the
Congress Party or any other party.

In my capacity as a citizen I decided to support the Congress in
the 1967 elections. It meant that I would cast my vote in support of
the Congress and against the united front. I conveyed my decision
to my Communist friends. They were in no position to tell me that
I was wrong. They could not do so because the right Communists
neither supported the Congress nor joined the united front. In a
few constituencies the party set up its own candidates against the
Congress. The Congress and the united front set up candidates for
all constituencies. While in some places the right Communists set up
candidates to oppose those of both the Congress and the united
front, the sharp edge of its opposition was directed at the Congress.

Recalling our association on the platform of the old "nationalist
front" [that had taken part in the Madras municipal elections],
some Congress friends approached me for help. I explained to them
at great length why I was not in a position to take part in electioneer-
ing and why I had decided to cast my own vote for the Congress.

"It will suffice if you can simply say on the platform what you have
told us now/' they pleaded.

NOTES
1Connnumst leader in Pondicherry with an outstanding record of struggle
against French imperialist rule. Subbiah is held in high esteem by the people of
the area. An active leader in the trade union field, he currently heads the Pondi-
cherry state unit of the Communist Party of India.
2On Ramakrishnan, see Chapter 5, Note 2,